Teen Driving Laws and Information

Provisional Instruction Permits

If you are under 18 and at least 15 ½ you can apply for a provisional driver license. The first step to getting your license is to get your instruction permit. Because you are under 18, your permit and driver license are called, "Provisional." This means you have additional restrictions placed on your permit and driver license that adults (18 and over) do not have.

Your provisional instruction permit will have the following restrictions.

· You must obey the traffic laws 

· You must drive without a collision 

· You must drive with your parent, guardian, spouse, or an adult 25 years of age or older, who has a valid California driver license. 

· You must hold your permit for six months before you can take your driving test to get your driver license. 
Driver License

To take your driving test you must:

· Be 16 years old 

· Have held your California instruction permit for a minimum of six months 

· Have completed driver education 

· Have completed 6 hours of professional driver training. 

· Have completed 50 hours of practice with an adult 25 of age years or older. The adult must have a valid California driver license and certify the 50 hours of practice. At least 10 of the 50 hours must have been done at night. 

Before you take your driving test, check your address on your permit to be sure it is correct. When you check in to take your driving test, tell the DMV technician if you have moved or if your address is incorrect.

You will be asked to show you are properly insured before your driving test begins. If you do not have proof of insurance, the driving test will be postponed.

If you fail your driving test, you must wait two weeks before you can take another driving test. You have three chances to pass your driving test before you have to start your application over. You will have to pay a retest fee and take a second or third driving test.

After you pass your driving test you will be issued a temporary license valid for 60 days. Your new photo license will be mailed to you. If you have not received your license after 60 days, call 1-800-777-0133 to check on the status. Have your temporary license with you to provide information when requested.
Provisional driver license restrictions during the first year

After you pass your driving test, you will be issued a provisional driver license. With your provisional driver license, you must be accompanied and supervised by a licensed parent, guardian or other licensed driver 25 years of age or older, or by a licensed or certified driving instructor when you:

· Transport passengers under 20 years of age at any time, for the first twelve months. 

· Drive between 11 pm and 5 am for the first twelve months. 

This means you cannot give anyone under 20 years old (your friends, your brother(s), sister(s), cousin(s), etc.) a ride unless you have a licensed parent, a guardian or other adult 25 years old or older in the car with you. You are also not allowed to drive between 11 pm and 5 am during your first year after getting your license unless you have a licensed parent, a guardian or other adult 25 years old or older in the car with you.

With a provisional license, you can drive by yourself between the hours of 5 am and 11 pm. If you are under 18, you cannot be employed to drive a motor vehicle.

When you turn 18 years of age, the provisional part of your license ends. You may continue to drive as an adult using your photo license, which will expire on your 5th birthday after the date you applied.

Penalties for these violations are a fine and suspension of your driver’s license.

Exceptions to Restrictions

When reasonable transportation is not available and it is necessary for you to drive, the law grants the following exceptions for provisional license holders to drive between 11 pm and 5 am or to transport an immediate family member unaccompanied and unsupervised.

The law allows the following exceptions when reasonable transportation is not available and it is necessary for you to drive. A signed note must be kept in your possession for any of these exceptions explaining the necessity and the date when the driving necessity will end (except emancipated minors).

· Medical necessity when reasonable transportation alternatives are inadequate. The note must be signed by your physician, and contain the diagnosis and probable date of recovery.

· Schooling or school-authorized activity. The note must be signed by your school principal, dean, or his/her designee.

· Employment necessity and the need to operate a vehicle as part of your employment. The note must be signed by your employer verifying employment.

· Your necessity or the necessity of an immediate family member. The note must be signed by your parent or legal guardian.

· If you are an emancipated minor, no documentation is needed. However, you must have already declared yourself emancipated and provided DMV with Proof of Financial Responsibility (SR 1P) in lieu of your guarantors’ signatures.
Driving Under the Influence

As a teen driver, you belong to a special licensing classification called Provisional Licensees. Holding this type of license, you already know you have to adhere to certain "provisions" that govern who can be in your car with you while you are driving and the hours when you can legally drive. There is one other law that not only applies to provisional drivers, but to all drivers under 21 years of age - the Zero Tolerance Law.

What is the Zero Tolerance Law? This law states that it is against the law to drive with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .01% or higher if you are under 21 years of age. Your BAC is measured by a test given to you by a police officer. Under this law, on your first offense, your driving privilege will be suspended for one year if:

· your BAC is .01% or higher, or 

· you refuse to take the preliminary alcohol screening (PAS) test, or 

· you fail to complete the PAS test. 

What is a blood alcohol concentration (BAC)? This is the legal percentage of alcohol that is concentrated in your blood before you are considered an impaired driver. For you (under 21), your BAC is .01% or more. For persons over 21, the BAC is .08% or more. For persons over 21 who drive commercial vehicles, the BAC is .04% or more. 

Just a note: There is no safe way to drive while you are under the influence. One drink can make you an unsafe driver. Don't take chances - Don't drink and drive. 

What else does the law say about alcohol and drivers under 21 years of age?
The following also applies to you:

· It is against the law to purchase beer, wine, or hard liquor. 

· It is illegal to have alcohol on your person or in your car unless you are with your parent. 
What is the PAS test?

The preliminary alcohol-screening (PAS) test is used by law enforcement to measure your blood alcohol level. The PAS device is a hand-held breath-testing unit that gives an instant and accurate measure of your blood alcohol concentration. 

I've been drinking and get stopped. What then?

If you are under 21 and the officer believes you've been drinking, you will be given a Preliminary Alcohol Screening test. It doesn't matter how much alcohol the officer thinks you have had (or you tell him/her how much you have had), if the officer believes you've been drinking any amount of alcohol, you must take a PAS test. If a PAS testing device in not available, you would have to take another type of chemical test like a breath or a blood test. If you refused or didn't complete the PAS (or other chemical) test, you would have additional progressive driving privilege revocations.

What happens if the test results are positive?

If your PAS test (or other chemical test) shows a BAC of 0.01% or higher, the officer will take away your driver license and give you a temporary driver license (if he/she feels you can get yourself home safely). The officer will tell you "your driver license is going to be suspended." The suspension will go into effect in 30 days.

Let's say you drank significantly more than in the case above. This is what's going to happen. Say your BAC is 0.08% or higher, you will be arrested. You won't get a temporary license because you won't need it. You won't be driving yourself home. Your car will be impounded and you'll have to call somebody to bail you out of jail. Not something you want to do. Remember, this is going to stay on your driving record for 10 years.

Don't forget - It is against the law for you to drink any type of alcoholic beverage if you are under 21 years of age.
After your PAS test (or other chemical test), the officer will complete a DMV form. The form is called the "Administrative Per Se Suspension/ Revocation Order and Temporary License." This form tells you about upcoming driving privilege suspensions. It gives you information about requesting a DMV hearing. You will get a copy of the completed form. You may have to go to court. The court may also impose fines and penalties. Don't forget you still have to deal with your parents, too.

What do I do with the Order of Suspension and Temporary License the peace officer gave me?

Read the information on the Order very thoroughly. It contains a temporary driver license. You can drive with this temporary license for 30 days from the date it was given to you. That is if you are not already suspended or revoked for another action. The Order also has information concerning the reason you are going to be suspended, in addition to:

· important information about a DMV hearing, if you want one. 

· eligibility requirements for a "critical need" restricted license. 

What if I refuse to take the PAS (or any other chemical) test?

Don't do it! Your license will be suspended for one year! When you signed your application for a driver license and/or identification card, you agreed to submit to a chemical test to determine the alcohol or drug content of your blood when required by a peace officer. In fact, any person who drives a car is deemed to have given his/her consent to this testing. (Vehicle Code § 23612). This is called "implied consent." If you hadn't signed your driver license application agreeing to "implied consent," you would not have been issued a driver license.

What would happen if I didn't take the PAS (or any other chemical) test?

If you refused or didn't complete the PAS (or other chemical) test, you would have additional progressive driving privilege revocations if you are arrested for this DUI offense.

· Your first offense will result in a one-year suspension. 

· A second offense within 10 years will result in a 2-year revocation. 

· A third or subsequent offense within 10 years will result in a 3-year revocation. 

How long will I be suspended for a DUI?

Well, because you are under 21 and if you took the PAS (or other chemical) test and the results showed .01% BAC or more, your driving privilege will be suspended for 1 year.

If you are under 21 and you did not take the PAS (or other chemical) test, your driving privilege will be suspended for 1 year. 

If you want more information about being arrested for DUI, go to Arrest for Driving Under the Influence (DUI): General Information 

Should I request a DMV hearing?

If, for some reason, you think your suspension is not justified, you can request a DMV hearing.  Think about this part carefully. If you were drinking and driving and your BAC is .01 or more, a hearing is not going to stop your suspension. But if you really want a hearing, be sure to read your Order of Suspension and Temporary License very carefully. There is a time limit for requesting a hearing, so if you want one, don't wait.

New Cellular phone laws that go into effect July 1, 2008

	Minors 
(under 18 years of age)… 
	Drivers 
18 years of age or older… 

	are prohibited from driving a motor vehicle while using a wireless telephone, including a hands-free device, and/or a mobile service device (pagers, texting devices, laptops, etc.) (Vehicle Code (VC) §23124). 
	are prohibited from driving a motor vehicle while using a wireless telephone unless a hands-free device is used (VC §23123). 

	Exceptions: 

• When making an emergency call to law enforcement, a health care provider, the fire department, or other emergency services. 

• While operating a vehicle on private property. 


	Exceptions: 

• When making an emergency call to law enforcement, a health care provider, the fire department, or other emergency services. 

• While operating an authorized emergency vehicle during the course of employment. 

• While operating a vehicle on private property. 

• While operating a commercial motor truck or truck tractor (excluding pickups), implements of husbandry, farm vehicle, school bus, transit vehicle, or tow truck, if using a two-way radio operated by a “push-to-talk” feature. 



	The fines for both laws are: 

• $20, first offense plus administrative fees. 

• $50, second or subsequent offenses plus administrative fees. 


